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Prophetic Guidance In Reforming The Upbringing Of Children

Abstract. The Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him), the greatest teacher, did not
limit his mission to merely conveying the message. Rather, he personally shaped the reality of Islam
and established the foundations of a comprehensive educational system that embraced every aspect of
life. The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) was keen to integrate children into his vision of
building a new Islamic society based on social values that clearly differed from those prevalent during
the pre-Islamic era (Jahiliyyah). Breaking away from the customary practices of Jahiliyyah in the
treatment of children was a central objective emphasized in numerous Prophetic traditions, affirming
the civilizational principle that no society can be successfully built upon flawed upbringing or an
unsound educational environment. Accordingly, many hadiths stress the importance of justice among
children and the honor and dignity of daughters from an early age. Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased
with him and his father) narrated that the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) said: “There is
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no Muslim who has two daughters and treats them kindly except that they will admit him into Paradise.”
Likewise, al-Nu‘man ibn Bashir (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Messenger of Allah
(peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Fear Allah and be just among your children.” However, the
Prophet’s honoring of children was not confined to sermons, exhortations, and advice. Rather, he
adopted a practical approach by defining the framework within which Muslims should conduct
themselves in their treatment of children. Therefore, revisiting some examples of the Prophet’s
treatment of children aims to revive these historical events and reveal the practical lessons and
guidance they contain. These examples demonstrate that many concepts promoted today under the
banner of modern educational theory are, in reality, reflections of principles that had already been
established by the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him).

Keywords: Prophetic Education; Child Upbringing; Islamic Parenting; Justice Among Children; Moral
Education.
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